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he first thing guests see when they enter  
my office is a painting of the famous Angel 
Oak outside of Charleston, South Carolina.  A 
brass plate hangs on the frame inscribed with 
Isaiah 61:3:

They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD

for the display of His splendor.

The painting was a gift from parents of a current student. 
I had mentioned the Isaiah passage when they asked 
about my vision for Evangel, and they commissioned 
artist Courtney Miles to paint the massive Angel Oak. A 
gracious gift, the painting was an affirmation of the vision: 

and announced, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” Christ’s listeners would have known what Isaiah 
wrote next: that God’s people would be called “oaks  
of righteousness.”

When I was praying about returning to my alma mater to 
lead the implementation of the consolidation of Evangel, 
AGTS, and CBC, I journaled some of the things that I 
dreamed and prayed for the consolidated university.  
From time to time, I return to my journal and again offer 
this dream as a prayer:

I dream of a comprehensive university where Isaiah 
61 becomes a reality. I dream of God working in our 
classrooms, dorms, chapels, athletic fields, labs, and 
performance halls and declaring over our students, 
faculty, staff, and community… They will be called oaks  
of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of 
his splendor. 

I dream of a campus that produces mighty oaks of 
righteousness, these majestic trees that grow over 

generations and are a powerful image of enduring 
beauty, strength, and shelter. 

I dream of a campus where we love God passionately 
with our minds, our hearts, and our hands extended 
in service, where we equip men and women to be the 
presence of Christ in the world, empowered by the  
Holy Spirit.

The painting is a daily reminder of what we do at 
Evangel. Although it now stands over 66 feet tall, the 
Angel Oak started as a tiny acorn. Like an oak, a human 
life starts small but with a strong root system can grow 
into tremendous potential. I often think of time spent 
at the university as nurturing a strong root system that 
will grow and sustain our graduates throughout a life of 
Spirit-empowered service.  

This is why the painting of the oak tree and the stories in 
this magazine are important. The legacy of the alumni 
of Evangel, AGTS, and CBC will not be judged in human 
terms but in terms of what God can do through people 
willing to submit to Him and grow where they’re planted 
as oaks of righteousness, displaying God’s splendor in a 
world desperately in need of the hope of Christ.

May God bless you and may He bless Evangel.
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ROOTED IN TRUTH
University’s legacy is generations of alumni who faithfully serve their communities

to raise strong men and women who will serve Christ in 
their generation.

As we launch our first magazine that unites the stories 
of Evangel University, the Assemblies of God Theological 
Seminary, and our Central Bible College alumni, I am 
drawn again to Isaiah 61 and this image of why  
Evangel exists.  

Historically, Evangel, AGTS, and CBC have always been 
about equipping men and women to be the presence 
of Christ in the world.  In Luke 4:16-21, Christ is in the 
synagogue and reads Isaiah 61, in which the prophet 
declares that the Spirit of the Lord is on him to proclaim 
good news to the poor and free the oppressed. Then, 
Luke writes that Christ rolled up the scroll, sat down, 

FROM THE PRESIDENT


