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From the Editor’s Desk

The Contemplating Edition: How are Pentecost and Missions Linked Together?

Jeffery Nelson, Editor
Introduction

In this issue of the International Journal of Pentecostal Missiology we take time to reflect
on Pentecostal missions. What brings us together as Pentecostals and how can we work together
to reach the world? What are the roots of the Pentecostal movement and how should the
theological founder be perceived today? What is the theology of the call and how does that
impact our rural churches which have sent so missionaries out in past years? In changing times
what must remain the same especially as it relates to short-term missions, traveling missions
specialists, and long-term missionaries? In a world of persecution and hardship what place does
God’s joy have for the Pentecostal church? Is there an artificial or concrete relationship between
Pentecostal and Missiological? And finally what place does ethics have in the age of the Spirit?
These issues are relevant to us today for contemplation and reflection and they are dealt with in

depth in this journal.
Together

Grant McClung, D. Miss., contemplates the biblical concept of “together”. He looks at
koinonia, symphony, synergy and other “together” words. Paul and his team were not only
working together as individuals, but together with the Holy Spirit to accomplish God’s mission.
The individuals and methods were diverse, but the Spirit worked in the diversity to fulfill His
purpose. The reader is challenged to consider how Pentecostal missions organizations today can

work with each other and the Holy Spirit to reach God’s end.
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Charles F. Parham...A New Look at a Forgotten Leader

In this article, I present the life and ministry of Parham including his highs and lows. On
New Year’s eve 1900 and New Year’s day 1901 a pivotal event happened that would alter
Christian religious history forever. Parham was used by God to ignite the Modern Pentecostal
Movement. During the year from October 1906 to July 1907, Parham experience his year of
three thorns as he encountered his greatest life and ministry challenges. The reader is encouraged
to contemplate Parham’s place in the Pentecostal movement: should he be remembered or left

forgotten.

Theology of the Call

Nadine Sandoz, Ph.D. student, explores the need for rural Pentecostal ministers across
America and the place of the call. Can a proper emphasis on the theology of God’s call
reinvigorate the rural pulpits and strengthen missions? A strong number of world missionaries
have traditionally come from rural churches. Sandoz askes the reader to ponder how accepting
the theology of the call of God to all ethne can strengthen the rural church and as a result

missions to the ends of the earth.

Apostolic Priority

Alan R. Johnson, Ph.D., examines why long term, culture, and language competent
workers doing church planting among the unreached is still our highest priority. This article
responds to Blayne C. Waltrip’s article, The Global Missionary: The Emerging Roles of North
American Missionaries in the Twenty-First Century (http://agts.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2019/12/1JPM-6-1.5-Waltrip-Global-Missionary1.pdf) in the last issue of this
journal. Do new views on accomplishing missions complete Jesus’ great commission to reach all
people or do they fall short. Through an analysis of the apostolic band as a tool God uses to
facility his mission, Johnson argues that the apostolic priority of trained cross-cultural
missionaries are still needed even in a world advocating short-term missionaries, global

specialists, and down playing the need for language learning and living in a host culture.
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Jabulani Africa

Uchenna D. Anyanwu, Ph.D., proposes that part of God's mission in the world is for
humans to experience the joy. The author demonstrates that the African church, though suffering
from many things, is an example of God’s joy. Through the example of the organization Good
News of Great Joy, Anyanwu provides examples of how the joy of the Lord draws others into

relationship with God.

Theological Reflection

In this issue we feature a paper entitled Globalization of Pentecost in Africa by Denzil R.
Miller presented to the World Missions Commission at the WMC Consultation in Nairobi,
Kenya the 28-29 of April 2011. Dr. Lazarus Chakwera, former Chairman of the Africa
Assemblies of God Alliance and currently the President of Malawi stated, “Dr. Denny Miller has
truly grasped what it takes to ‘globalize Pentecost and Missions’ in the Africa Assemblies of
God. If leaders at every level and believers in the Africa Assemblies of God would catch this
vision, feel the burden and do their part, the world could literally ‘turn upside down.’” This paper
challenges the reader to “do Pentecost missionally” and “do missions Pentecostally.” It is a

fitting paper for theological reflection today nearly a decade after it was presented.

Book Review

In the book review Nunez reviews “Ethics in the Age of the Spirit” by Howard N.
Kenyon. He provides an insightful and positive analysis of this treatment of the Assemblies of
God as it has wrestled historically with the issues of race, women, and war. These matters have
traveled through various positions over the first 100 years of the Assemblies of God. “To possess
such a comprehensive story, with all its merits and mistakes, enables all readers to appreciate
how the Assemblies of God denomination has advanced in sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
to a world desperately needing it.” Nunez highlights the journey as outlined by Kenyon and

considers his treatment fair and valuable.
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The International Journal of Pentecostal Missiology (1JPM) is a peer-reviewed, electronic
journal with periodic publication.

The IJPM seeks to facilitate the engagement, research, and investigation of missiology from
within a Pentecostal perspective; to encourage thinking and interaction among Pentecostal
missionaries and/or Pentecostal missions scholars; and to provide a forum for dialogue and
reflection about issues current within Pentecostal Missions. These parameters allow for
biblical, theological, historical, and/or missiological articulations, as well as book reviews
based on relevant contemporary works.

Views expressed in the Journal reflect those of the authors and reviewers and are not the
perspectives or opinions of the editors, the editorial board, the Assemblies of God Theological
Seminary, or the participating institutions.




