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Assemblies of
God Theological
Seminary

Overview

Message from the Associate Dean of
AGTS

The Assemblies of God Theological
Seminary (AGTS) has had a distinguished
history of training missionaries, pastors,
church leaders, teachers, chaplains and
other ministers. As an embedded seminary at
Evangel University, men and women
continue fo find a learning community in
which they can connect and interact while
growing together. AGTS is known for quality
instruction and practical experiences within a
spiritually inviting atmosphere. These
elements help boost the students’ ministry
competency and personal capability and
build their attunement to Christ and the
ongoing work of the Spirit.

AGTS intentionally gathers teachers with
years of practical experience, and with
academic acumen from a Pentecostal
perspective. This creates an unforgettable
classroom experience, and a place for
relationship building between faculty and
student, and among students/peers that last
a lifetime.

At AGTS, we have been praying for you,
and are delighted to partner with you and
the Lord in pursuing your ministerial and
theological training. We will do everything
possible to help you succeed, both in your
educational goals and as life-long followers
of Christ.
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Blessings,

Paul W. Lewis, PhD
Associate Dean
AGTS

Mission Statement

The purpose of the Assemblies of God
Theological Seminary (AGTS) is to train men
and women to fulfill the mission of the church
as taught in Scripture— Shaping servant
leaders with knowledge, skill and passion to
revitalize the church and evangelize the
world in the power of the Spirit.

As a graduate-level educational institution
within the evangelical and Pentecostal
tradition, the Seminary affirms the Bible as
God's written Word, the inspired, infallible
and authoritative rule for faith and conduct.

To accomplish its purpose, the Seminary, as
a center for instruction and spiritual
formation, seeks to achieve the following
objectives:

1. To lead every student into a growing
knowledge of God, based upon the
redemptive work of Christ and the
baptizing power of the Holy Spirit.

2. To perpetuate the distinctive
Pentecostal proclamation of the
supernatural power of the Holy Spirit
to restore the people of God fo the
New Testament model of vitality and
witness.

3. To create an environment in which
men and women, who have been
called and gifted for Christian
service, may be nurtured as servant-
leaders of sterling Christian
character.

4. To seek excellence in all of its
programs, believing that a rigorous
quest for truth, effectiveness and
relevance should characterize



theological reflection and
professional training.

5. To provide training in the
professional skills necessary for the
practice of ministry in a changing
world, focusing on the preparation of
pastors, missionaries, evangelists,
military and institutional chaplains,
teachers, and others.

6. To foster an evangelistic and
missionary emphasis with a global
and multicultural perspective in order
to equip men and women to proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ at home
and abroad.

7. To encourage constructive
engagement with society guided by
the prophetic and redemptive words
and deeds of Jesus Christ.

8. To serve as a scholarly resource for
the AG, Pentecostal-Charismatic
communities worldwide and the
larger body of Christ.

9. To utilize technology and distance-
education methodologies in the
extension of its educational mission
to Christian leaders unable to attend
a resident campus.

Pentecostal Distinctives

The Assemblies of God grew out of the
global revival at the turn of the twentieth
century. Dedicated to the full gospel
message, the Assemblies have grown fo
become the dynamic element of what is
called the Third Force of Christianity—the
Pentecostals. The commitment to the
Pentecostal dimension of Christianity is what
distinguishes the Assemblies of God from
other groups within Evangelical Christianity.
Since AGTS is the denominational seminary
for the Assemblies of God, the Pentecostal
distinctives are central to each of its degrees
and course offerings. This background and
heritage enable them to present biblical and
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theological truths, educational and
missiological strategies and methods and
pastoral care and practice within the context
of the Pentecostal ministry.

Flower Pentecostal Heritage Center
For the study of the AG and Pentecostalism,
AGTS students benefit from the museum and
resources housed at the Flower Pentecostal
Heritage Center in the National Leadership
and Resource Center of the Assemblies of
God in Springfield, Missouri. The holdings
focus on the history of the AG, but also
include related materials on the Pentecostal,
Charismatic and Evangelical traditions. The
available correspondence, reports, published
and unpublished histories, periodicals, news
clips, personal papers, diaries, photographs,
audiovisual materials, committee notes and
minutes, memorabilia and other items make
it one of the foremost archives for the study
of Pentecostalism in North America.

Statement of Educational
Effectiveness

The AGTS accrediting bodies require the
publishing of a statement regarding
educational effectiveness. For example, The
Commission on Accrediting for The
Association of Theological Schools in the
United States and Canada (ATS) has an
Education Standard (ESé) which in part
reads, “Assessment of student learning
requires schools to be able to demonstrate
the extent to which students have achieved
the various goals of the degree programs
they have completed as well as indicators of
program effectiveness, such as the
percentage of students who complete the
program and the percentage of graduates
who find placement appropriate to their
vocational intention and theological
education."

All degree programs at AGTS have
evaluative processes to measure student



https://www.ats.edu/
https://www.ats.edu/
https://www.ats.edu/

learning, which are assessed on an annual
basis. Seventy percent of students who enroll
in degree programs at AGTS graduate
within five years of beginning their studies.

Fitness for Ministry

As a theological seminary whose primary
mission is the preparation of men and
women for the service of the Church, AGTS
is committed to the personal and
professional growth of all students and
reserves the right to require the following of
all students, either as a part of their
classroom experience or as a part of their
personal and professional development:

1. The completion of one or more
personality and assessment
inventories which become a part of
the student’s seminary file. These
inventories may be utilized in
academic, personal, and
professional guidance counseling.

2. Periodic reviews of the student's
academic and personal growth may
be required to assist in his or her
adjustment to seminary life and his or
her fitness for ministry as an ordained
clergyperson or professional. The
student may be required to undergo
counseling at his or her own expense
or enter into particular growth
contracts to address specific fitness
for ministry concerns.

3. Afinal review before graduation may
be required to ensure that all
contractual expectations regarding
fitness for ministry have been met.

The Seminary reserves the right to suspend a
student for a stipulated period to address
specific emotional and behavioral fitness for
ministry issues, or to dismiss the student with
no hope of readmission if it is concluded that
candidacy for ministry or other helping

2021-2022 Catalog

professions is not viable at this time.

Admission Requirements for
Master Programs

Candidates for admission must be born-
again, display evidence of a dedicated
Christian life and possess the appropriate
educational background. Students are
expected to be intellectually capable of
rigorous academic discipline and to be
emotionally suited for Christian service.

The Admissions Committee will evaluate each
candidate based on the applicant’s entire
application file.

Academically, a four-year baccalaureate
degree or the equivalent from an acceptable
college is required. A grade point average
of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale is considered
satisfactory for admission. Candidates with a
lower GPA may be considered for admission
on academic probation, which requires a
reduced course load during the first semester
of study.

A limited number of mature applicants without
a bachelor's degree who, otherwise, meet
established admission criteria may be
considered on an individual basis. For further

details, contact the Enrollment Coordinator at
AGTS.

Qualified applicants for whom there are
questions regarding adjustment to Seminary
life or potential for ministry may be admitted
with the proviso that the Admissions
Committee will reevaluate the student’s
progress at the end of 12 credits to
determine eligibility for further studies. (See
Fitness for Ministry.)

Application Process. Applicants for all



master’s programs should apply early
through the Evangel University Admissions
Office. For priority consideration,
applications should be submitted 8-12
months prior to anticipated enrollment. Late
applicants are encouraged to apply at least
30 days prior to registration and may
experience some delays in optimum service.

Action will be taken on each applicant’s file
as soon as possible affer all credentials have
been received. The applicant will be
promptly notified in writing of the Admissions
Committee’s decision.

To apply, submit the following:

1. Application, recent photograph and
a nonrefundable fee of $75.

a. Personal statements responding to
questions on the application
about vocational goals, church
involvement, reasons for applying
to the Seminary and an
assessment of strengths and
weaknesses.

b. A brief autobiography.

2. Official certified transcripts from all
post-secondary schools attended.
These documents must be sent
directly to the Seminary by the
schools attended. (Transcripts from
foreign institutions must be evaluated
by an approved transcript evaluation
service. The evaluation should
contain degree postings, courses
taken, credit hours earned, and
grades received for courses taken.
The evaluation will show U.S.
academic equivalency. World
Education Service (WES:
www.wes.org) is the preferred
evaluation company. However, any
evaluation service currently a
member of NACES (www.naces.org)
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will be accepted.)

3. Personal/ministerial references from
two non-relative individuals who have
known the applicant three years or
more.

4. Applicants for whom English is not
their first language must submit
scores from the TOEFL/IELTS exam.

TOEFL | TOEFL | IELTS
Internet- | Paper-
Based | Based
Master 80 550 6.5
Doctoral 94 585 7

Arrangements to take the test can be
made in writing fo: Educational
Testing Service, P.O. Box 6154,
Princeton, NJ, 08541-6154, phone
609-771-7100, www toefl.org. The
TOEFL code for AGTS is 6022.

After enrollment, if the student's
mastery of English proves
inadequate, AGTS reserves the right
to remove the student from classes
and require further language study.

Exchange Program. To better facilitate its
global and multicultural mission, the
Seminary maintains fraternal or exchange
agreements with certain schools nationally
and internationally, including but not limited
to:
1 Alphacrucis College, Sydney,
Australia
1 Asia Pacific Theological Seminary,
Baguio City, Philippines
1 Asia Theological Centre for
Evangelism and Missions, Singapore
f Continental Theological Seminary,
Brussels, Belgium
| East Africa School of Theology,
Nairobi, Kenya
f  Hansei University, Seoul, Korea



9 Latin American Bible Institute, San
Antonio, Texas

 Southern Asia Bible College,
Bangalore, India

 TCA College (formerly Theological
Centre for Asia), Singapore

T West Africa Advanced School of
Theology, Lome, Togo

9 Latin American Bible Institute
College, La Puente, California

The Bachelor of Ministry or Bachelor of
Theology degree from Alphacrucis College,
Australia, will be accepted for entry into the
AGTS Master of Divinity, Master of
Leadership and Ministry, Master of Arts in
Intercultural Studies, Master of Arts in
Theological Studies, and the University’s
Master of Organizational Leadership.

Application for International
Students. In addition to the documents
listed in the application procedure above,
international students are required to submit
the following:

1. A letter fully explaining how
Seminary expenses will be covered
and proof of financial responsibility
(letters from financial sponsors and
bank statements must be included).

2. In certain cases, a written
recommendation from the national
church organization endorsing
educational plans. If applicant is AG,
recommendations may be requested
from the AG area director of his or
her homeland and from the AGWM
regional director assigned to that
country.

3. Written evidence that a responsible
Christian organization will guarantee
financial support for dependents
remaining in the homeland during the
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student’s time in the United States
attending seminary.

4. Written guarantee of financial
support for dependents who
accompany the student to the United
States and for their round-rip
transportation.

International students will be required to
deposit a $5,000 (USD) fee upon written
notification of their approval for admission to
AGTS. This amount will be applied to the
student’s account. AGTS cannot release the
formal 120 “Certificate of Eligibility”
(required for visa application) until the
deposit has been received.

Part-Time Students. Students may enroll
for less than a full academic load at AGTS.
Day, evening, accelerated and module
sessions offer a variety of options to the part-
time student.

New Student Orientation. All new
students are invited to participate in an online
new student orientation called AGTS 101. This
orientation will assist new students to transition
into seminary life and studies.

Readmission. Former students seeking
readmission after an absence of two
consecutive semesters or more must submit
an abbreviated readmission application,
including updated ministerial reference. A
$15 readmission fee is required. Individuals
seeking readmission after an absence of
three or more years must complete the full
application, including all references,
updated official transcripts and a $75
application fee. Readmission will be subject
to the review and recommendation of the
Admissions Committee who may require
additional information from the student



before rendering a decision.

Non-degree Students Admissions

Unclassified Student. An applicant who
does not plan, or who may not currently be
eligible to pursue a master’s degree, may
apply for admission to take courses for
graduate credit as an unclassified student
(12 credits maximum).

To apply, submit the following: 1)
application for admission; 2) official certified
transcripts sent to the Seminary by all post-
secondary schools attended; 3) ministerial
reference on form provided.

An unclassified student may later request a
reevaluation for matriculation into a degree
program after the admission requirements
are satisfied and additional application
documents are submitted. The graduate
courses taken as an unclassified student may
be applicable toward a degree.

College Seniors. Seniors in good
academic standing may apply for admission
to take a limited number of classes for
graduate or non-graduate credit. To apply,
submit the following: 1) abbreviated
concurrent enrollment application for
admission; 2) a concurrent enrollment
verification form, signed by the college’s
regisfror/odministrqtor.

Audit. To apply for admission to audit
classes, submit the following: 1) abbreviated
application for admission; 2) ministerial
reference on form provided; 3) the audit
form; and 4) names of course(s) to be
audited. The fee to audit is one-fourth of the
tuition rate. (See Financial Information.)
Courses taken as an audit student cannot be
reverted to credit later. Courses officially
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audited are posted on a transcript. The 12-
credit maximum also applies to official audits
for unclassified students.

Unofficial Audit. Spouses of full-time
students enrolled for 9 or more credits per
semester may unofficially audit one class per
semester free of charge. Unofficial audits are
subject to the approval of the professor and
the class size.

Transfer Credit and
Advanced Standing (Master
and Doctoral Programs)

Requests for advanced standing or transfer
credit must be submitted to the Assistant
Registrar, Seminary with official transcripts
and course descriptions when applying for
admission. (See specific degree programs
for more information.)

All course credits (including transfer,
advanced standing, and CPE units) must be
taken within a 10-year period of finishing an
AGTS master’s degree.

Advanced Standing. Advanced standing
is inferpreted as those courses brought in at
the beginning of the degree program. Life
experience does not qualify for advanced
standing. (See specific degree programs for
more information.) Eligible courses must have
earned a minimum grade of B and must
have been taken within 10 years of
completion of the AGTS degree.

Transfer Credit. Transfer credit may be
granted for approved courses completed at
accredited graduate institutions other than
AGTS. Again, the transfer credit may not be
older than 10 years of the AGTS master’s
degree completion.


http://agts.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Audit-Registration.pdf
http://agts.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Audit-Registration.pdf

Credits taken at an international institution
are evaluated on a case-by-case basis. If
approved, courses must be consistent with
and validated by established institutional
guidelines.

Concurrent enrollment in other graduate
institutions for the purpose of transferring
credits into the AGTS program must be
approved in advance by the Assistant
Registrar, Seminary and/or Dean.

Cumulative transfer credits may not exceed
one-half of the MDiv, one-half of the MA, nor
up to one-half of the MLM. (See Residency

Requirement.)

Courses accepted for transfer credit are
expected to be equivalent to the course
descriptions in the AGTS catalog and to
appropriately fit the degree program being
pursued.

The minimum grade is B from accredited
schools (B from non-accredited schools if
approved by the Seminary).

Shared Credit. Shared credit may be
granted for a master’s degree completed at
AGTS to be applied toward another Master’s
degree at the Seminary. Credit shared may
not exceed more than half of the credits
required in the new degree. (For example,
no more than 39 credits can be applied from
a MA to the MDiv program (39 credits is
half of the 78-credit MDiv program). Again,
the shared credit may not be older than 10
years of your second AGTS degree
completion.

Transfer Toward Doctor of Ministry.
Up to six of the doctoral transfer credits may
be accepted from ATS/CHEA accredited
institutions or those recognized by an
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approved foreign accrediting body. Students
must have earned a minimum grade of “B”.

Transfer Toward Doctor of Applied
Intercultural Studies and Ph.D. in
Intercultural Studies. Up fo eight of the
doctoral transfer credits may be accepted
from ATS/CHEA accredited institutions or
those recognized by an approved foreign
accrediting body. Students must have earned
a minimum grade “B”. If a person holds an
earned doctorate in a related field (e.g.
Doctor of Ministry), a maximum of 12 credits
may be transferred to the PhD.

Transfer Toward PhD in Biblical
Interpretation and Theology. Up to
eight of the doctoral transfer credits may be
accepted from ATS/CHEA accredited
institutions or those recognized by an
approved foreign accrediting body if the
student has an earned doctorate in a related
field (e.g. Doctor of Ministry), or an
advanced degree beyond the MDiv such as
the MPhil, STM, MTh or ThM. Students must

have earned a minimum grade of “B” .

Transfer Credits and Advanced
Standing Limitations. In preparing for
graduation, the student must satisfy the
residency requirement. The combined total
credits received for transfer credit, Advanced
Standing (if applicable) and credit earned
through distance learning courses or directed
research cannot exceed the limitations
imposed by the residency requirement (see
Residency Requirement).

Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE).
AGTS will accept up to 2 CPE units for a
maximum of 6 credit hours (1 CPE unit for 3
credit hours) provided the CPE units were not
used to fulfill the requirements of any other
graduate or doctoral degree. The institution
and credit must be recognized by the



Association for Clinical Pastoral Education,
Inc. accreditation commission. To request
transfer credit, official transcripts must be
received by the Seminary Records Office
before consideration for credit will be given.

Seminary Academic Policies
and Procedures

Academic Advisors. The advisor-advisee
relationship is important to the seminary’s
curriculum. Each student will be assigned a
faculty advisor. In keeping with the
requirements of each program, the advisor
assists the student in planning the initial
academic program, keeping in mind the
student’s background as well as professional
goals. The advisor, chair, Associate Dean,
and Dean will be available for counsel in
academic, vocational, and spiritual matters.
Each student is responsible for completing
the requirements of the degree program (see
student portal degree audit) maintained by
the Office of Seminary Registration.

Academic Status. A student will remain in
good academic standing at the Seminary if
maintaining a satisfactory grade point
average (2.0, MDiv; 2.5, MA and MLM; 3.0
ThM; 3.0, DMin; 3.0, DAIS; 3.0, PhD),
meeting financial obligations to the
Seminary, conducting personal life with
spiritual and moral integrity. No student will
be considered to have made satisfactory
progress when failing or withdrawing from
all courses taken in a semester. The
administration reserves the right to dismiss
any student whose academic, financial,
spiritual, moral integrity is unsatisfactory or
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Academic Probation

Admitted to AGTS on Academic
Probation. A student may be admitted to
the Seminary on academic probation in
either of the following circumstances: 1) Due
to nonacademic strengths in the applicant’s
file, the student has been admitted with a
low undergraduate grade point average; 2)
The student received a baccalaureate degree
from a non-accredited institution. In such
cases, the probationary status may be
removed upon completion of 9-12 credits
with a satisfactory GPA (2.0, MDiv; 2.5, MA
and MLM; 3.0 ThM; 3.0, DMin; 3.0, DAIS;
3.0, PhD). A student may not register for
more than 12 credits until satisfactorily
completing the probation period.

Placed on Academic Probation.

A student will be placed on academic
probation at the conclusion of any semester
in which the cumulative grade point average
(GPA\) falls below the required grade point
necessary to maintain satisfactory academic
progress in the degree program being
pursued and will remain on probation if the
cumulative grade point average remains
below the level required. A student may also
be placed on probation at the conclusion of
any semester in which the semester GPA is
not earned. Note: In unusual circumstances,
the Dean or Associate Dean may, at his
discretion, issue a letter of warning.

A written letter of appeal must be submitted
to the Seminary Academic Council following
the first semester a student is either placed or
retained (if admitted] on academic
probation/hold. The letter should be
submitted to the Assistant Registrar,
Seminary, and include 1) an explanation of
any exceptional circumstances that



contributed to the student’s unsatisfactory
academic progress, along with supporting
documentation, if applicable, 2) how the
circumstances have changed and 3) the
steps the student will take and/or has taken
to improve academic performance.

Students on academic probation who do not
raise their cumulative average to the
required level or higher by the end of the
next semester of study, or who do not make
a substantial reduction in grade point
deficiencies while on probation, will be
academically dismissed from the Seminary.
An exception on this policy will require
approval by the Seminary Academic Council
before enrolling for further studies the next
semester.

Students who have been academically
dismissed and who have not been enrolled
for one or more semesters may seek
readmission fo the Seminary. In those cases,
the Admissions Committee will consider
applications for readmission to the Seminary
after academic dismissal only if readmission
is warranted by exceptional circumstances
and reasonable grounds are given for an
expectation that the student can remove
grade point deficiencies. Such appeals will
require the approval of the Admissions
Committee and Dean of AGTS before the
student can be readmitted and register for
classes. If approved for readmission, no
student will be permitted to enroll until one
semester (15 weeks) has elapsed following
the student’s dismissal.

Students on academic probation may be
required to review employment and other
commitments with their academic advisor.

Degree Information
Degree Changes. A student desiring to

change to another degree program must first
receive counseling from the currently

2021-2022 Catalog

assigned academic advisor. If the degree
program is mutually agreed upon, the
student must obtain the proper form from the
Seminary Records Office (or AGTS website)
and secure the required signatures. If the
degree program change is approved, the
student must complete all requirements of the
new degree program as currently stated in
the catalog without course substitutions
unless approved by the Associate Dean or
Dean.

Degree Time Limits. Students are
expected to complete the requirements for
their degree under the catalog in effect at the
time of initial degree candidacy. They may
elect to meet modifications in the program
announced in subsequent catalogs with the
approval of the Dean.

Requirements for the MDiv degree must be
completed within seven years from the date
of initial admission to degree candidacy.

Requirements for the other master’s degrees
must be completed within six years.
Exception: Active missionaries may complete
their degree within 10 years. (See Transfer
Credit and Advanced Standing.)

Degree Residency Requirement.

All degrees, except the online MATS, MLM,
and MDiv programs, require resident studies
at AGTS (or, in some cases, an AGTS
extension site). Minimal residency
requirements, normally at the end of the
degree program, are as follows:

MDiv: One-third of degree program must be
completed in seated coursework.

MA, MLM: One-half of degree program
must be completed in seated coursework.

10
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Exceptions to Academic Policies.
Requests by students for exceptions to
academic policies and regulations should
first be submitted to the appropriate faculty
member, department chair, Associate Dean,
Dean, or the Assistant Registrar, Seminary.
Requests should be in written form and
submitted well in advance of the requirement
or deadline change requested. In the event
the request is a matter that must be
determined by the Seminary Academic
Council, the written request should be
submitted to the Coordinator of Seminary
Registration.

Registration and Courses

Students must register using the University’s
Student Portal.

See the Resident Academic Calendar for
registration dates.

The registration process includes registering
for classes on the student portal, receiving
approval of course selections by the advisor
through the portal, completing all the steps of
the registration checklist on the portal,
completing financial arrangements, and the
receiving of student identification materials.
Course changes may be made after initial
registration using the Drop/Add Class form
(see Class Changes).

Students who have not been formally accepted
for admission prior fo registration day may be
required fo register late for classes. Admission

clearance must first be secured from the
Admissions Office.

Late Registration. Students are not
permitted to register for credit in any course
after the deadline for each semester or
accelerated summer session designated in
the calendar.
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Course Scheduling. Course offerings are
presented with flexibility to accommodate
ministers, missionaries, and persons who
cannot arrange their schedules for prolonged
periods of time. The fall, spring, and summer
semesters consist of 15 weeks each. (See the
Resident Academic Calendar for dates.)

Resident classes are usually held throughout
the day and evening Monday through
Friday. Some classes are scheduled on
weekends and in one-two week modular
format.

Course Load. A full-time course load for
the master’s programs at AGTS is 9 hours.
The maximum fulltime resident course loads
are 12 credits for fall, spring or summer
semester. Students who plan to enroll in 15
credit hours must have approval of the
Associate Dean. Note: Regardless of the
configuration of courses taken, (module,
directed research, online, weekend, etc.) no
student may take more than 15 credits per
semesfer.

Students must take a minimum of nine credits
to be considered full time. Students working

20 hours or more should not take more than
nine credits.

Course Attendance. Barring a serious
emergency, credit cannot be granted for
courses in which a student has been absent
beyond 20% of the class time. If a student
exceeds the absence limit, an administrative
withdrawal will be initiated.

Each instructor also sets class attendance
policies as announced in the course syllabus.
The professor’s individual attendance policy
may be stricter than the 20% limit stated
above.

Grading
11


https://sts.evangel.edu/adfs/ls?SAMLRequest=fZJPTwIxEMXvfopN7%2FsfF9MsJAgxkqASWD14MaU7C0267dppUb%2B9ZZEoB7n0MJ03v3mvLZG1sqMTZ3dqBe8O0AafrVRI%2B4sRcUZRzVAgVawFpJbT9eRhQbMooZ3RVnMtyR%2FJZQVDBGOFViSYz0bkjeXDIoGah0WRXYeDJtuELPVHkmfDJs%2F4JoGcBC9g0GtGxI%2FwQkQHc4WWKetLSZaGyTBMB1Va0KSg2c0rCWbeh1DM9qqdtR3SOEaLEeyZ2oKMoHYxqxuMJZJgctpqqhW6FswazF5weF4tftVcO4NwPkHqrVDxwTYJlj9h3ApVC7W9nMPm2IT0vqqW4fJpXZFxeZhDe3dmfKB66AkmvF3juHUGIq7bHpmV8V9FeXzJR8%2Baz5ZaCv4V3GnTMvv%2FKmmU9hVRh03fSp3CDrhoBNQ%2BFyn1x9QAszAing8kHh%2Bh5z9mfPUN
https://sts.evangel.edu/adfs/ls?SAMLRequest=fZJPTwIxEMXvfopN7%2FsfF9MsJAgxkqASWD14MaU7C0267dppUb%2B9ZZEoB7n0MJ03v3mvLZG1sqMTZ3dqBe8O0AafrVRI%2B4sRcUZRzVAgVawFpJbT9eRhQbMooZ3RVnMtyR%2FJZQVDBGOFViSYz0bkjeXDIoGah0WRXYeDJtuELPVHkmfDJs%2F4JoGcBC9g0GtGxI%2FwQkQHc4WWKetLSZaGyTBMB1Va0KSg2c0rCWbeh1DM9qqdtR3SOEaLEeyZ2oKMoHYxqxuMJZJgctpqqhW6FswazF5weF4tftVcO4NwPkHqrVDxwTYJlj9h3ApVC7W9nMPm2IT0vqqW4fJpXZFxeZhDe3dmfKB66AkmvF3juHUGIq7bHpmV8V9FeXzJR8%2Baz5ZaCv4V3GnTMvv%2FKmmU9hVRh03fSp3CDrhoBNQ%2BFyn1x9QAszAing8kHh%2Bh5z9mfPUN
https://agts.edu/academic-information/academic-calendar/

Master of Arts students are required to
maintain a 2.5 cumulative GPA, MDiv
students a 2.0, ThM students a 3.0; and
doctoral participants a 3.0. (See Academic
Probation.)

Grading System. AGTS uses a 4-point
grading scale. Grades are assigned the
following numerical values for the purpose of
computing the grade point average:
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CR  Credit 0.0

Grade Points Per Credit

100-94% A Superior 4.0
93-90% A- 3.7
89-87% B+ 3.3
86-84% B Good 3.0
83-80% B- 27
7977 % C+ 2.3
76-74% C
Satisfactory 2.0
73-70% C- 1.7
69-67% D+ 1.3
66-64% D Poor 1.0
63-60% D- 7
0-59% F Failure
0.0*
I Incomplete
0.0*
IP In Process
0.0
M Marginal
0.0
P Pass 0.0
S
Satisfactory 0.0
u
Unsatisfactory 0.0
NC No Credit
0.0
N No Credit
0.0
AU Audit 0.0
W Withdrawn
0.0

One credit equals one class hour per week
for 15 weeks (summer and accelerated
sessions are based on equivalent numbers of
contact hours).

Incomplete Grades. Students are
expected to complete all course work as
specified by the instructor by the end of the
semester. In order fo request an incomplete
grade/extension for courses (includes all
types of master classes—modular, online,
extension, Directed Research and regular
seated courses), students must obtain an
Incomplete Grade Request form. The top
portion of the form must be completed and
signed by the student who is then responsible
for submitting the form to the instructor of the
class the student is requesting an incomplete
grade/extension for. The instructor will
complete and sign the bottom portion of the
form and submit to the Seminary Records
Office. An incomplete may be given at the
option of the instructor and only under
extenuating circumstances.

In the event the instructor grants a grade of
incomplete, he or she will have the option of
lowering the final grade for the course one
letter grade lower than it would have been
had the work been submitted on time.

If an incomplete is received, all course work
must be submitted by the date specified by
the instructor (not to exceed 90 days past the
course due date). A grade of failure may be
issued if the coursework is not submitted to
the instructor by the due date.

No student will be permitted to begin
courses in a new semester if carrying more
than two incomplete or in process courses.

Repeating Courses. If a student earns a D

12


http://agts.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Incomplete-Grade-Request.pdf

or F in a course, the student must retake the
course. If the course is successfully repeated,
the new grade rather than the F (or D) will
be used in calculating the student’'s GPA.
However, the F or D will remain on the
transcript.

Graduation Requirements

Students are required to register for
graduation as follows: Fall semester
graduates must submit a graduation
application by October 31. Spring or
summer semester graduates must submit
graduation application on the on the student
portal by January 30 of the same year.
Those who miss these deadlines will have to
wait until the following October to file for
graduation.

Graduation requirements include the
following:

1. Satisfactorily complete all degree
program requirements, including any
prerequisite requirements and
incomplete course work by
established deadline(s). (See
Academic Program for exact
requirements.)

2. Maintain a degree grade point
average of at least 2.5 (MA), 2.0
(MDiv), 3.0 (ThM), and 3.0 (DMin,
DAIS, and PhD) and be a student in
good standing at the Seminary. (See
Academic Status)

3. Satisfy specific degree program
graduation requirements (e.g.,
comprehensive examination,
portfolios, field education research
project).

4. If seeking approval as a summer
graduate, registration for classes in
summer is limited to six (6) credits.
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5. If a student has been approved to
register for a course(s) for the
purpose of transfer credit back to his
or her degree program at AGTS,
grades for that course(s) must be
submitted to the Office of
Seminary Registration by April
15 of the student’s graduation
year.

6. Graduates must satisfactorily
complete the Association of
Theological Schools” Graduating
Student Questionnaire. (Contact the
Seminary Records Office if you have
any questions.)

7. A final review before graduation may
be required to ensure that all
contractual expectations regarding
fitness for ministry have been met.
(See Fitness for Ministry.)

8. Receive approval for graduation from
the Seminary Academic Council.

9. Attend the commencement exercises.
(For Masters” students: Those who do
not plan to attend the commencement
exercises, the Seminary Records
Office must be notified.

Evangel University commencement is held
each May. Students completing requirements
during the summer months will participate in
the May commencement.

1 Students are personally responsible for
following the course requirements (degree
audits) for timely completion of their
respective degrees and for confirming with
the Seminary Records Office to ensure that
these requirements are satisfied. The
requirements are published in the catalog
under which the student matriculates or is
readmitted. Suggested course-sequencing
guides for degree programs are available
in each department and utilized at
registration. AGTS faculty advisors and
staff are available to provide guidance in
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course scheduling but do not assume final
responsibility for each student’s enrollment
decisions. The published requirements of
each degree prevail except for occasional
and appropriate exceptions approved by
the Dean. The degree earned is recorded
on the franscript at the end of the semester
in which all the degree requirements are
completed. The last day of the semester as
indicated by the academic calendar is the
official graduation date. A student's CUM
GPA at degree conferral is final and
cannot be changed.

Academic Graduation Honors for
Master Students. Graduation academic
honors are as follows:

3.90-4.0 Summa cum laude
3.80-3.89 Magna cum laude
3.70-3.79 Cum laude

Seminary Student Life and
Community

Campus Visits. We welcome prospective
students to visit the AGTS campus whenever
they are in the area or in the process of
deciding where to attend seminary. Contact
the Enrollment Office to arrange a tour of the
Seminary; consultations with faculty, staff,
and students; and attendance in classes of
interest. Call 1-417-268-1000.

Housing. Students are encouraged not to
wait until the last minute to make housing
arrangements. Each fall there is an influx of
approximately 28,000 students attending 14
educational institutions in the Springfield
area that reduces housing availability.

place exclusively in the classroom, and that
community life at AGTS enhances the

2021-2022 Catalog

student’s overall seminary experience.

Seminary Code of Conduct. The
Seminary strives fo maintain high standards
of integrity in all areas of life, including
interpersonal and community relationships,
academic work, and ministry. Students,
faculty, and staff are expected to live
exemplary Christian lives, practicing respect
and concern for all people, honesty,
appropriate behavior, and wise judgment as
outlined in Scripture.

Believing that all persons are created in
God's image and that the body of a believer
in Christ is the temple of the Holy Spirit, the
Seminary interprets the Bible to forbid
fornication, adultery, homosexuality, use of
pornography, drunkenness, and use of
illegal drugs, or abuse of either prescription
or over the counter drugs. Seminary policy

prohibits the use of alcohol and tobacco
while enrolled at AGTS.

Seminary students are expected to conform
to these standards and, in doing so, to give
evidence of a Christian life and character, to
commend the Gospel, strengthen the church,
and honor the Lord.

Spiritual Formation

Chapel Services. To promote the spiritual
life of the community, chapel services are
held several times during the semester.
Faculty, staff, students, and guest speakers
contribute to these services that provide the
opportunity for corporate worship during the
daily academic activities. These chapel
gatherings are a vital aspect of the Seminary
experience. While attendance is not
required, students are encouraged not to
miss these opportunities for spiritual
encouragement and growth.
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Prayer Groups. Student and faculty prayer
groups meet at various times during the
semester—often before classes, during the noon
hour, and some evenings. Some pray for the
work of God in various locations of the world,
others pray for revival and salvation for the lost,
and others pray for our Seminary community or
specific areas of interest.

Chapel Lectures. During the fall and
spring semesters, special guest lecturers
come fo the campus to address topics of
inferest to seminarians.

Student Organizations and
Communications

Student Leadership Council. The
Seminary has an active Student Leadership
Council (SLC) elected by the student body
annually. The council coordinates projects
and activities that enhance student life,
oversees a variety of student ministries
groups, and serves as a liaison between the
student body and faculty and administration.

The Hub. The Hub is the online student
organization directory and event management
site. AGTS students can stay informed of campus
wide and AGTS specific events by joining the
“AGTS Student Life Office” at
https://thehub.evangel.edu/.

Facebook. Please like our Facebook page
so that you can stay updated on upcoming
events and announcements as well as
important info that we would like to share.
You can access that page at
https://www.facebook.com/AGTSstudentlife

Services, Recommendations and
Resources

Health Insurance. Students are strongly
encouraged to provide health insurance
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coverage for themselves and their families.
Policy requires international students to carry
health insurance while enrolled at the
Seminary. Contact the AGTS Office of

Admissions for more information.

Seminary Student Handbook. A
student handbook is accessible on the AGTS
website. The handbook provides detailed
policies, privileges and procedures for
academic and student life. Updates and
revisions to the handbook are made on a
regular basis.

Placement Assistance. Faculty and
administration frequently work directly with
church leaders and graduates in securing
professional appointments.

MASTERS’ DEGREE
PROGRAMS

Master of Divinity Degree

The Master of Divinity (MDiv) degree at
AGTS is a leading-edge program designed
to enable:

A deep grasp of God's mission in the
world and its development
throughout history to the present
Skills for interpreting the Scriptures
1 Appreciation for and experience of
the empowering of God's Spirit in
transformation and ministry
Rigorous reflection on Christian truths
1 Holistic leadership for engaging

contemporary challenges
| Effective evangelism, disciple-making

and meeting of community needs
I Practical competencies needed for
ministry in a pluralistic society

=

=
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The MDiv degree requires 78 credits of
study. Students with a strong undergraduate
background in religion who have
successfully completed introductory courses
in Bible, Theology, and Ministry may choose
advanced courses instead (up to 30 credits).
Course options enable students to adapt their
program to fit their needs and interests while
fulfilling requirements. The program prepares
students for vocational ministries in the
Church, teaching/writing vocations, and for
further graduate studies in Bible and
Theology and ministry.

In view of the competitive nature for entering
military and hospital chaplaincies, students
interested in these ministries are strongly
encouraged to complete at least 90 credits.

Overview of Curriculum

Section of Courses Credits Per
Section
Mission of God & World 12
Christianity

Bible & Theology 30

Practical Theology 24

Electives* Q

Field Education Research 3
Project (Take during last

year of study)
TOTAL: 78 Credits

* Electives in Bible/Theology, Global
Missions and/or Practical Theology. Those
with limited experience in ministry leadership
must take one practice as part of their
electives.

Master of Divinity Components and
Requirements

The MDiv identifies courses as
Foundation Courses and Advanced
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Courses. All Foundation Courses are
required.

If a Foundation Course has been
successfully completed with a minimum
grade of C as an undergraduate, the
student may take one of the Advanced
Course options. (Several Foundation
Courses define the AGTS educational
vision and do not have alternatives.)

3. Students who have not taken 6 credits of
pre-seminary or basic Greek at the
undergraduate level must take it during
their first year at AGTS (BGR 530 Greek
1A and BGR 531 Greek 1B in the AGTS
curriculum, with a minimum grade of B in
each) in addition to the 78 required
credits. If the student is unable to take
Greek IA and IB through regular seated
classes, the courses are also offered
through student to student and faculty to
student mediated Distance Learning
courses.

4. All AGTS Master’s programs must be
completed within a 10-year time limit,
inclusive of any graduate courses
transferred in from other schools. See the
AGTS Office of Seminary Registration
and Degree Audit for more information.

Curriculum Breakdown

Mission of God and World
Christianity Courses (12 Credits)

Foundation Advanced Credits
BTH/MHT 3
501
HIS/MHT PHI 633, 3
556 631/THE 628;
MCC/PTH 654;
HIS 642
HIS/MHT PHI 633, 3
557 631/THE 628;
MCC/PTH 654;
HIS 642
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One Bible or
Theology
Course

Any BIB, BNT, 3
BOT, BTH, THE,
PHI course; Any
BGR/BHE Bible
Book Study;
Any PCS course
with Bible or
Theology cross-
listing except

history.

* Prerequisites: BGR 530 & 531.
**Prerequisites: BGR 530, 531, 611, and
612

*** Prerequisites: BHE 530, 53 1.

Practical Theology (24 Credits)

Foundation Advanced Credits

HOM 529 HOM 633 or 3

any expository

preaching
course

HOM 633 3
PTH 551 PTH 530 3
PTH 557 3
PTH 522 3
PTH 559 Leadership 3

elective course
PTH 650 3
PTH 653 3

MCC/MHT 3
643
Bible and Theology Courses (30
Credits)
Foundation Advanced  Credits
BIB 532 BIB 637; BNT 3
623, 624; BOT
621, 622;
BOT/BNT/BGR
and BHE Book
Study.
BNT 530 BIB 638, 640; 3
BNT 641, 533,
540, 541, 542
or BGR Book
Study; BTH
532, 640
BOT 530 BIB 638, 640; 3
BOT 531, 538,
539, 540 or
BHE Book
Study; BOT
641; BTH 530,
640
HIS 532 HIS 528, 642. 3
RES 531 3
THE 531 THE 623, 624, 3
628, 639
THE 532 BTH 635: PHI 3
633; THE 621,
625, 639
Two Biblical BAR 630*; BGR 6
Language 611%,612,
courses 624, 625, 626,
beyond BGR 627**,
530 and 630**; BHE
531, 530, 531, 633,
634, 635, 637,
639*** 640

Electives (9 Credits)

Electives in Bible/Theology, Global Missions
and/or Practical Theology (3 courses, 3
credits each).

Field Education Research Project (3
Credits)
PTH 556 (Take during last year of study)

Biblical Language Requirements
Six credits of introductory Greek (two
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courses each with a minimum grade of B)
are prerequisite for the MDiv program and
do not count toward the 78 credits needed
for the degree. Students who have not taken
6 credits of pre-seminary or basic Greek at
the undergraduate level must take it during
their first year at AGTS (BGR 530 Greek |IA
and BGR 531 Greek IB in the AGTS
curriculum, earning a minimum grade of B in
each). If the student is unable to take Greek
IA and IB through regular seated classes, the
courses are also offered through Distance
Learning courses.

Six additional credits of biblical languages
(either Greek or Hebrew) are required for
the MDiv degree.

Concentrations

Concentrations are not required.
Students may pursue electives of their choice
instead. If students desire a concentration,
they will assume responsibility for taking the
needed courses through their requirements
and electives. These concentrations will not
appear on the student degree audit since
students often change them during their
studies. If the needed courses have been
taken and brought to the attention of the
Assistant Registrar, Seminary, at graduation
the concentration will appear on a student’s
transcript. Depending on the concentration,
four or five courses are needed.

Expository Preaching Concentration
For more information, please visit the Cordas
C. Burnett Center for Biblical Preaching. The
Center offers various non-raditional
opportunities for the development of
expositional skills.

HOM/BOT 621 3 credits
HOM/BOT 622 3 credits
HOM/BNT 624 3 credits
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Choose one or both of the following:
HOM/BOT 620; HOM/BNT 623, 3 credits
each.

Military/Institutional Chaplaincy
Concentration (12 or 15 Credits)

The training of chaplains for service in
military and other institutional settings has
been a high priority for AGTS since its
founding in 1972. As a result, AGTS has a
very large number of graduates serving in
chaplaincy positions. The large group of
chaplaincy candidates at AGTS creates a
unique community of learners that is ideal for
creating a network of relationships that will
persist for decades of future ministry. This
track provides a course of studies specifically
designed to prepare chaplains with skills for
the wide range of duties required in
military/institutional ministry.

The Assemblies of God Chaplaincy
Department strongly recommends taking an
additional 12 credits to create a 90-credit
MDiy. This will improve the opportunity for
initial placement and enhance the possibility
of promotions as a chaplain

Choose one of the following (3
credits):
PTH 540, 541

Choose from among the following
(each course 3 credits each):

PTH 561, 565, 610, 617, 618.
Islamic Studies Concentration (12
Credits)

Course Credits
MCC 545 3
MHT 649 3
MSS 643 3
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Choose among MCC 3
552, 553, 554; MSS
641

Distance Learning and Online
Options. The AGTS Master of Divinity is
offered three ways as:

7 Residential program. (To meet
residency requirements 27 credits
must be taken as seated coursework
at the main campus. Military
chaplain candidates should check
with their service branch to determine
residency requirements.)

7 Hybrid program (through a variety
of venues and modalities)

7 Fully online.

No more than 39 credits can be transferred
into the MDiv program. There is a 10-year
time limit on program completion, including
transfer credit.

AGTS offers online learning experiences that
provide students the opportunity to earn
credits toward their degree programs without
traveling to any of the course locations. All
online courses provide faculty to student and
student to student interaction through the
Course Commons (Canvas) learning
management system.

Master of Leadership and
Ministry

The Master of Leadership and Ministry
(MLM) —formerly the Master of Arts in
Christian Ministry—is a 45-credit
professional studies degree. It equips
ministers to become life-long learners and to
develop models of personal and professional
growth.
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Those with limited experience in ministry
leadership are encouraged fo take at least
one practicum as part of their electives. For
additional information on how this program
leads to a doctoral degree, see the doctoral
studies section of this catalog.

Degree Components and
Requirements

The Master of Leadership and Ministry can
be completed by any student regardless of
the field of the undergraduate degree.
Applicants with a strong undergraduate
program in religion may petition for
Advanced Standing in the program, which
could allow them to complete the program
with 36 credits. See MLM Advanced

Standing.

For courses successfully completed as an
undergraduate, a student may substitute an
advanced course. See the Master of Divinity
(MDiv| degree for examples.

A limited number of courses may be taken
through directed research or distance
learning. The general requirements for
graduation apply as well.

1. Bible/Theology Core (9 Credits)

Courses Credits

BNT 530 3

BOT 503 3
THE Elective 3

2. Foundations Core (15 Credits)

Courses Credits
BIB 532
BTH/MHT 501
HOM 529
PTH 556

RES 531

WWwWwww
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3. Ministry Core (12 Credits)

Courses Credits
PTH 522 3
PTH 557 3
PTH 559 3
PTH 653 3

4. Practical Theology Electives (9

credits)

* Advanced Standing possible for these
three courses in the Bible/Theology Core—9
credits total.

1 If an equivalent course was taken in the
participant’s undergraduate program, an
advanced homiletics course may be
substituted.

2 See Field Education Research Manual.

3 If seeking ministerial credentials with the
Assemblies of God, HIS 532 required if not
taken at the undergraduate level.

Concentrations

A concentration is not required.
Students may pursue electives of their choice
instead. If students desire a concentration,
they will assume responsibility for taking the
needed courses through their requirements
and electives. A concentration does not
appear on the student degree audit since
students often change them during their
studies. If the needed courses have been
taken and brought to the attention of the
Assistant Registrar, Seminary, at graduation
the concentration will appear on a student’s
transcript.

Expository Preaching Concentration
See the Cordas C. Burnett Center for Biblical
Preaching for more information.
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Course Credits
HOM 529 3
HOM 633 3

One of the following: HOM 3
620, 621 or 622
One of the following: HOM 3
623 or 624

MLM Advanced Standing. Students who
have earned a significant number of credits
in religious studies from approved colleges
and universities may request exemption from
certain required courses in the MLM degree
program (see the Bible/Theology Core
above), thus granting them Advanced
Standing. Life experience does not qualify
for Advanced Standing. (See Assistant
Registrar, Seminary, for more information.)

The following rules apply to MLM Advanced
Standing:

1. Advanced Standing cannot exceed
nine credits.

2. Advanced Standing is considered for
undergraduate courses with
satisfactory parallel content, provided
the equivalent collegiate courses are
double the credit value of the
Seminary’s courses. A minimum
grade of B is required, and the
student must demonstrate competency
in subject matter by presentation of
an Advanced Standing Portfolio for
each course for which Advanced
Standing is desired. A fee of $50 per
course will be charged for each
portfolio that is evaluated, regardless
of whether the Advanced Standing is
granted.

3. Advanced Standing must be
requested prior to enrollment but no
later than the end of the student's first
semester of study at AGTS. Requests
should be submitted to the Office of
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Seminary Registration.

4. Partial course Advanced Standing
cannot be granted.

5. If the student later takes a course
where Advanced Standing has been
granted, the Advanced Standing
would be nullified.

6. In an area where a student
demonstrates competency, but the
criteria preclude Advanced Standing,
a substitute course may be allowed if
approved by the faculty advisor and
the Dean.

MLM Assessment-based Equivalency.
For those who cannot fit within the 10-year
window for Advanced Standing, there is the
option for an Assessmentbased Credit
Equivalency.

AGTS permits up to 9 credits assessment-
based credit equivalency in the MAIS,
MATS, and MLM programs (for students
whose undergraduate credits were acquired
more than 8 years prior to starting an AGTS
degree) for three Bible/Theology core
classes:
T BNT 530 — New Testament
Introduction,
. BOT 530 - Old Testament
Introduction, and
THE xxx — Theology elective / THE
531 Systematic Theology | or THE
532 Systematic Theology I

To fulfill this, the student will take an exam in
the topic with a written component and a
short oral (via online) follow-up exam with a
professor in the topical area, which is
graded on a pass/fail scale. A fee of $100
for each core class examination will be
charged fo the student’s account whether or
not the Advanced Standing is granted.
Contact the Office of Seminary Registration
for more information.
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Five-year Leadership and Ministry
Program. AGTS has an accelerated MLM
program in conjunction with Evangel
University. Students earn a BA/BS at
Evangel University in four years and finish
the MLM degree in one more year (27
credits, 9 each fall, spring, and summer
semesters). In their undergraduate program,
students take THEO 560 Systematic
Theology, CHMN 520 Homiletics Il, and
CHMN 598 Service Practicum, which can
be dual-counted toward the MLM with a
minimum grade of B. (Note: Undergraduate
dual-credit courses have graduate syllabi.)

They may also qualify for 9 credits of
Advanced Standing by taking BIBL 296
Sophomore Seminar, BIBL 337
Hermeneutics, BIBL 116 New Testament
Literature, BIBL 37n any New Testament
book study, BIBL 115 Old Testament
Literature, and BIBL 36n any Old Testament
book study. A minimum grade of B is
required for Advanced Standing courses. For
more information about this accelerated
program, please contact the Associate Dean
of AGTS or Dr. Mike Jaffe at (417) 268-
1000.

Online MLM Program. The MM is also
offered as an online program. The online
MM is a 45credit program, allowing for
students with a strong undergraduate
program in religion to petition for Advanced
Standing, which would reduce the program
to 36 credits (See MLM Advanced
Standing above.) The admission, contours,
and graduation expectations of the online
MLM program are the same as that of the
resident program- 9 credits, Bible/Theology
Core; 15 credits, Foundations Core; 12
credits, Ministry Core; 9 credits, Practical
Theology Electives.

Projected Tentative Online Course
Schedule
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RES | 33
531
PTH
522
BOT 3
530 3
PTH
557
BNT 33
530
BTH
501

Fall

Year 1 Spring

Summer

PTH 3
XXX 3
THE
XXX
BIB 3
532 3
PTH
514

Fall

Year 2

Spring

PTH 3
559
PTH 3
XXX
PTH
XXX
PTH 3
556 3
PTH
653

w

Fall

Year 3

Spring

The student should consult the Course
Schedule each term to learn what is offered
in the program. The syllabus for each online
course, available during the registration
periods, will specify the technical and other
requirements for the course. Sustaining two
courses in each term, with an additional
course in one term, will allow the student to
complete the MLM program in approximately
3 years.
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Master of Arts in Theological
Studies

The Master of Arts in Theological Studies
(MATS) program is designed to serve as an
infermediate degree for further graduate
programs in biblical and theological studies.
It is also designed to provide advanced
biblical and theological training for ministers
who want to enhance their ministry in
specialized areas such as teaching and
church related writing.

Degree Components and
Requirements

The MATS is a two-year program of study
requiring 48 credits. However, applicants
with a strong undergraduate program in
religion may petition for Advanced Standing
in the program, which could allow them to
complete the program with 39 credits or
approximately three semesters of study. See
MATS Advanced Standing.

For courses successfully completed as an
undergraduate, a student may substitute an
advanced course. See the Master of Divinity
(MDiv) degree for examples.

Students in this program are not required to
choose a concentration, except the one
designated “Biblical and Theological
Studies” which gives the widest range of
course options (BAR, BGR, BHE, BIB, BNT,
BOT, BTH, HIS, THE or MHT). Should a
student wish, they may focus more narrowly
by taking 15 hours in New Testament
Studies, Old Testament Studies, Biblical
Languages, Pentecostal and Charismatic
Studies, or Intercultural Theology.

In addition to the general requirements for
graduation, graduation requirements for the
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MATS program also include a supervised
seminar-quality research paper (in
BNT/BOT/MHT/PCS/THE 646). A limited
number of courses may be taken through
directed research or distance learning.

Mission of God and World
Christianity* (9 Credits)

Courses Credits
BTH/MHT 501 3
HIS/MHT 556 3
HIS/MHT 557 3
Bible and Theology* (15 Credits)
Courses Credits
BIB 532 3
BNT 530 3
BOT 530 3
THE 531 3
THE 532 3
Theological Research (6 Credits)
Courses Credits
RES 531 3
BNT/BOT/MHT/PCS/THE 3
646

General Elective
Elective Course (3 credits)

Optional Concentration or Area of
Focus (15 credits): Student's choice of
electives in BAR, BGR, BHE, BIB, BNT, BTH,
HIS, MHT, PCS, PHI or THE.

* See M.A.T.S. Advanced Standing
guidelines.

MATS Advanced Standing. Students
who have earned a significant number of
credits in religious studies from approved
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colleges and universities may request
exemption from certain required courses in
the MATS degree program, thus granting
them Advanced Standing. Life experience
does not qualify for Advanced Standing.
(See Assistant Registrar, Seminary for other

details.)

The following rules apply to MATS
Advanced Standing:

1.

2.

Advanced Standing cannot exceed nine
credits.

Advanced Standing is considered for
undergraduate courses with satisfactory
parallel content, provided the equivalent
collegiate courses are double the credit
value of the Seminary’s courses. A
minimum grade of B is required, and the
student must demonstrate competency in
subject matter by presentation of an
Advanced Standing Portfolio for each
course for which Advanced Standing is
desired. A fee of $50 per course is
charged for each portfolio that is
evaluated whether or not the Advanced
Standing is granted.
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