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Suggestions for Further Study
“The New Apostolic Revolution” and the Nature of the
Apostolic Office

As an aid to developing your competence in interpreting the nature and role of the apostle
from the Scriptures, the following suggestions for further study have been gleaned from
AGTS faculty. This bibliography includes a wide range of materials from the popular to
the scholarly and a similarly wide range of critical positions.

Books Representing the New Apostolic Movement

Cannistraci, D. Apostles and the Emerging Apostolic Movement. Centura, Calif.: Renew
Books, 1996.

Cartledge, David. The Apostolic Revolution: The Restoration of Apostles and Prophets in
the Assemblies of God in Australia. Chester Hill, Australia: Paraclete Institute,
2000.

Coombs, B. Apostles Today. Kent, England: Sovereign World Ltd., 1996.

David, J. Apostolic Strategies Affecting Nations. Jahor, Malaysia: Jonathan David,
1997/1999.

Eckhardt, J. 50 Truths Concerning Apostolic Ministry. Chicago: Crusaders Ministries,
1994.

. Moving in the Apostolic. Venture, Calif.: Renew Books, 1999.
. Presbyteries and Apostolic Teams. Chicago: Crusaders Ministries, 2000.

Hamon, B. Apostles and Prophets and the Coming Moves of God. Santa Rosa Beach,
Fla.: Christian International, 1997.

Sapp. R. The Last Apostles on Earth. Shippensburg, Pa.: Companion Press, 1995.
Wagner, C. Peter. The New Apostolic Churches. Ventura, Calif.: Regal Books, 1998.

. Churchquake: The Explosive Dynamics of the New Apostolic Revolution.
Ventura, Calif.: Regal Books, 1999.

. Apostles and Prophets. Ventura, Calif.: Regal Books, 2000.



. Changing Church: How God Is Leading His Church into the Future. Ventura,
Calif.: Regal Books, 2004.

Scholarly Studies: Articles and Books

Barrett, C.K. The Signs of an Apostle. American ed. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1972.

Shepherd, M. H.,Jr. “Apostle.” In The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible. ed. G. A.
Buttrick, et al. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1962. 1:170-72.

Apostole and apostolos. In A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature. 3° ed. rev. and ed. F. W. Danker. Chicago and
London: The University of Chicago Press, 2000.

Betz, Hans Dieter. “Apostle.” In The Anchor Bible Dictionary. ed. D. N. Freedman, et al.
New York: Doubleday, 1992. 1:309-311.

Culver, Robert Duncan. “Apostles and the Apostolate in the New Testament.”
Bibliotheca Sacra 134,534 (April-June 1977):131-43.

deSilva, David A. The Credentials of an Apostle: Paul’s Gospel in 2 Corinthians 1-7.
Richland Hills, Tex.: Bibal Press, 1998. esp. “The Setting of 2 Corinthians.”

Hebert, A. G. Apostle and Bishop: A Study of the Gospel, the Ministry and the Church-
community. London: Faber and Faber, 1963.

Kruse, C. G. “Apostle.” In Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels. ed. Joel Green, Scot
McKnight, and 1. H. Marshall. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1992. 27-
33.

. “Apostle, Apostleship.” In Dictionary of the Later New Testament & Its
Developments. ed. R. P. Martin and P. H. Davids. Downers Grove, Ill.:
InterVarsity Press, 1997. 76-82.

Louw, Johannes P., and Eugene A. Nida. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament
Based on Semantic Domains. 2% ed. New York: United Bible Societies, 1988,
1989.

Miiller, D. “Apostle.” In The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology.
Ed. Colin Brown. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1975. 1:126-35.

Osborne, Gwen. Are Apostles Entrepreneurs? The Need for Achievement as a Common
Trait between Entrepreneurs and Apostles in the International Coalition of
Apostles (ICA). Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation submitted to Regent University
School of Leadership Studies, 2003.



Rengstorf, Karl Heinrich. “Apostelilo, et al.” In Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament. Ed. G. Kittel; trans. G. W. Bromiley. Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1964. 1:398-447.

Schmithals, Walter. The Office of Apostle in the Early Church. trans. John E. Steely.
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1969.

Schnackenburg, R. “Apostles Before and During Paul’s Time.” Apostolic History and the
Gospel: Biblical and Historical Essays Presented to F. F. Bruce on His 60th
Birthday. ed. W. W. Gasque and R. P. Martin. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans,
1970. 287-303.

Shepherd, Jr., M.H. “Apostle.” In Dictionary of Paul and His Letters, ed. G. F.
Hawthorne, R.P. Martin and D.G. Reid. Downers Grove, I11.: InterVarsity Press,
1993.

Spicq, Ceslas. “apostolos.” In Theological Lexicon of the New Testament. Vol 1, trans. &
ed. by James D. Earnest. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1994:
186-94.



appeared (1 Cor. 15:8), it is often argued
that there are to be no others after him.
There is, of course, ample evidence for
the foundational role of apostles in the
Church. “And in the church God has
appointed first apostles” (1 Cor. 12:28).
The risen Christ “gave some to be
apostles” (Eph. 4:11). The Church is
“built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets with Christ Jesus himself
as the chief cornerstone” (Eph. 2:20).
However, there is no provision in the
New Testament for the appointment of
successors to the foundational apostles.
There is only precedent and provision
for the selection and naming of deacons
and overseers/elders (Acts 14:23; 20:28;
1 Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9).

Admittedly, there is a tension in
Pentecostal thinking when, on the one
hand, we insist on the contemporary
exercise of all the New Testament gifts
of the Spirit and, on the other, debate
whether all the “fivefold” ministry gifts
of Ephesians 4:11, specifically that of
the apostle, are likewise operational in
the Church. With regard to modern
apostles, can Pentecostals logically be
cessationists? That is the provocative
question posed by the “New Apostolic
Revolution.”

In his recent commentary on 2
Corinthians, Murray J. Harris
masterfully summarizes two sets of
apostolic criteria articulated by Paul in
his struggle with pretenders at Corinth.
The first set is that of Paul’s opponents
whom he called “false apostles, deceitful
workmen, masquerading as apostles of
Christ” (2 Cor. 11:13). Their criteria for
apostleship were: (1) ecstatic
experiences as visions and revelations,
(2) ability to raise financial support, (3)
their pedigree and achievements in
ministry, (4) their personal bearing and

powerful eloquence and (5) their
accomplishments at Corinth.

The second set of criteria, indicative of
true apostleship modeled by Paul, are:
(1) declaration of an “unadulterated
gospel,” (2) God-given evangelistic
success demonstrated in transformed
converts, (3) heroic endurance of
sufferings for Christ, (4) divinely
effected signs and wonders, (5)
adherence to territorial assignments
allocated by God and (6) humble service
for the upbuilding of others.

As the contemporary church wrestles
with apostleship, it is to be hoped that
the marks of a true apostle are the
criteria by which all such ministry is
measured. Leaders of that caliber, named
apostles or not, are the real bearers of
apostolic ministry.

By organizing a symposium on apostolic
ministry and releasing the papers (and
some of the responses) in this issue of
Encounter, Assemblies of God
Theological Seminary is attempting
constructively and irenically to facilitate
a humble and reverent dialogue between
fellow believers who are engaged in a
sincere quest to find what God is saying
to His Church today through Word and
Spirit.

Additional papers may also be found in
the first monograph of the “Encounter
Pentecostal Ministry Series,” He Gave
Apostles: Apostolic Ministry in the 21st
Century, which is being released
simultaneously with this issue and is
now available through Encounter (and
Assemblies of God Theological
Seminary, 1435 N. Glenstone,
Springfield, MO 65802, Phone 417-268-
1000) at this website. We pray the



monograph will be a helpful contribution to the debate on apostolicity.
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